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-~~~ Jewish tradition tells us that Jacob (forefather of the twelve tribes) saw the Temple in advance in his dream at Bethel. ]
%r seeing angels ascending and descending on a stairway, he says in Genesis 28:17, "This is none other than the
house of @& H¥kand in v. 19 renames the place Beth-El, House of @@which is a frequent biblical designation for
the Temple. As shown below, Jacob's raised head corresponds to an elevated Holy of Holies and his.‘pillow stone’ (v.
11) to the Even Shetiyah or "Foundation Stone" where Abraham had earlier bound Isaac—£22:9 -11). In other words, as
he slept — unbeknownst to him — his head and body prophetically became a model for the Temple which was built atop
Mt. Moriah. Today this site is called Haram al-Sharif by the Arabs, and theTemple Mount by Jews and others. -
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Why was Jacob given the dream at this time? Because, although he was fleeing the wrath of his brother Esau, he was
also on his way to Mesopotamia to find a wife and create a family, i.e., a “house,” as explained before. Isaac practically
ordered him to leave and start his own family (Gen. 28: 1, 2), he is told to go multiply and become an “assembly of peo-

ples,” v. 3. His two wives are later called the “builders” of the House of Israel (Ru. 4:11). Jacob, therefore, built a human
temple, a house of twelve tribes, and centuries later those twelve, with the aid of the hoenicians, built Solomon’s stone
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architectural floor plan, in conjunction with the arrangement of its o
furnishings, reveals a__ "Temple Man® cempestt=g rec=stsies )

o the Levitical High Priest, Jacob and a "Metallic Messiah." All - -
three appear in a single composition, with one figure imposed atop |
the other. The measurements and description of the Temple (Heb., ha
mikdash) are given in the Tanach (Old Testament) in | Kgs 6:1-35,
and Il Chr. 3:1-17, which is still our best source of information about
this ancient (circa 950 BC) structure. Based primarily on these verses,
various Jewish, Christian and secular reference works depict the holy
house as a rectangular building W
wrapping around_three of its sides: north, south and_west, and with
the entrance (but no cells), toward the east. See two drawings on this

page. It should not be co nd Temple built b
King Herod about 20 BC and destroyed by the Romans in AD 70.
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Importance of tabnit, the ‘plan’

The key to the Temple’s (or Mishkan’s, i.e, tabernacle’s) secrets is in the (floor) plan and layout of its furnishings. The
“plan” or “pattern” (Heb., tabnit) of the structures and their furniture is mentioned | Chr. 28:11, 12,18,19 and Ex_25:9,
39, 40. Tabnit is also translated as design, structure, figure, form, likeness, and shape. The Mishkan was the precursor
of the Temple. Thus, in Dt 4:16-18 the Israelites are forbidden making any likeness, form, or figure of a human or beast
for worship. In Ezk. 8:10, Egg prophet sees repulsive forms or figures of creeping beasts, however in 8:3 he is lifted up by
the form or figure of hand, or an angel’s (see also 10:8). In Ps. 144:12 sons and daughters are compared to
choice cut stones giving shape or form to a palace (see the Jewish Publication Society’s Tanakh).

Tabnit generally refers to the form of something. King David yeceived Divine inspiration for the form, i.e., plan or pattern
of the Temple. And before him, at Sinai, Moses heard Ardrbal instructions for the form of the Mishkan, Tabnit is
related to banah which.means to build a structure or house — w_?i_Sf_Cb_ilQEg&ima “house” may also refer to a_
family. Thus, in Ru. 4:11 Rachel and Leah, the two wives of Jacob (later renamed Israel), are called the “builders” of the
House of Israel. This is how tabnit directly and indirectly relates to buildings, ordinary houses, the House of &&&(i.e.,
the Temple), and humans — and their structure, form or figure. "4
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