> Sha'atnez - A Glimpse into the Future
>
-
> "Keep My decrees: ... Do not wear a garment that contains T /\A Cl o
> Sha'atnez" (a forbidden mixture of fabrics). [Lev. 19:19] L 46
o FT Lim

> The Torah defines the word "sha'atnez" in parashat Ki Tetze: W ool J} (Mn
> "Do not wear Sha'atnez - wool and linen together." [Deut. 22:11] )
>

> Questions:

> (1) Why does the Torah not allow the use of wool and linen in the
> same article of clothing?

> (2) The special garments of ngh Priest (Cohen Gadol) contained
> both wool and linen. Why was Sha'atnez permitted for them?

>

> Linen, produced from the flax plant, and wool, shorn from sheep,
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> & the two major fibers available to ancient civilizations.
> (Cotton only achieved commercial importance after the colonization

> of the New World.) /

> Cl\ dafl-

> The Torah's prohibition of linen and \_Nool together is a prime (! } 05 jca /
> example of a "chok", a decree for which we do not know the reason. ]

> As Rashi writes: The nations of the world and the evil inclination # ('[ Ese

> taunt us, saying, "What is this command?! What logic is there to mThpaT—

> T heere ‘Fdi’7 L.., ‘L‘
> Accordins—toRavicook—tisnot that these mitzvoth have no e

> reason, or no reason which we can comprehend. Rather, they relate &=F

> to a future reality different from our own. At that future time, deeres

> the purpose of these decrees will become clear, & ﬁe_ g4l ol

- TL\(—‘ o 0)11, i o / .

> In other words, this type of mitzvah serves to morally prepare us = FL’ /"f ka /

> for the future. %/"bﬂ:?"{,rﬂ\

S

> An important aspect of this future world is the Cabalistic idea

> that as the entire universe elevates, animal life will also be on a
> higher level. Animals will achieve a state similar to the current
> level of people. This belief plays a central role in Rav Kook's

> writings in many areas: vegetarianism, Temple offerings, and

> understanding decrees such as Sha'atnez and not eating milk and
> meat together.

>

> The use of linen from the flax plant does not raise any ethical

> objections. But the use of wool necessitates a mild censure from

> the standpoznt of ai)si)lute morality:
i i o o
1 - "M’an, inﬁs b e J+4+ i

oundless egocentricity, approaches the poor cow and
> sheep. From one he seizes its milk, and from the other, its fleece.

............................................................................
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> burdened by its load; but we remove the wool when its natural owner
> needs it! The intellect will recognize that this is theft, / {- /F y; (Zk +

> oppression of the weak at thg hands of the strong.~ A
> [Otzarot HaRiiah I] i /)(*C/_E % /"‘/ ( ,JLM‘?
.

>

> Of course, the moral offense applies prlmarlly with regard to the A

> sheep's future status. W.,_. d= m.;l&a. g wille mq/ pe Fin /'
éwm shotiedz in this a9&!

> ln order to distinguish between these two fibers, and prepare us A % 4 l

> for The sensitivity towards animal welfare which we will need in '{ '
eaes>the Torah decreed that linen and wool should not be lave

> worn together. We may not place the utilization of the flax plant :—Cr 4 ]

> anf! the minipulatiorljf the sheep on the saﬂe ?ral scale. arg

1 r J iR~ ¢ 3 to

> AllTlﬂ; applhbeg \ifhen wepuge woo{; fﬁtour own personal benefit. But \u /

> if the wool is designated for Divine service - as in the High '?" =1 Q

> Priest's clothes - then the principle of "bechol me'odecha”, — ‘LL

> serving God with all of our possessmns igﬁ‘es force. Here it is to A(,mq,\

> appropriate c ammals w:ll S ar Tr

> contribute their part for the sake of Egrususe e

i-elexat-leﬁ. St 5 »ZL

HUMOn T

Mm 'l(t‘, l 0
B e oSl Sears %y, according to dngﬂ-/'L

> thlS explanatlon the Torah only forblds lmen together with wool, Sl +

> but not other fibers (such as cotton) together with wool. o /%7 Zj

word to teach the very same matter, A ith ir o vk mil ’f—mq} q rads, i
> However, the word chosen should be the best and most lucid. The § A rak L 41 -
> message of sensitivity towards animals is one which needs to be f
> ingrained in the minds of society's leaders. Therefore the Torah a9 a bty ( ‘
> chose to express this message through linen, the fiber favored for mise an«"’r
> respectable and elegant clothing in olden times. Fibers such as v I m? "['c
> cotton are used for purely utilitarian purposes. Linen represents i Lq Arett
> man's desire to clothe himself in dignity and honor, and so is the

B is sufficient to convey the message, there is no need for gnother d9- .?3
>

v, '}vi J~ /;hﬂ.q‘
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> best medium to express the required concern for animal welfare. 1& e <~

~ i J sy e 113 rZ» a]q,,ﬁ,}l rhm;/’l, 4] #\

> [Igrot HaRi'ia 1:104]

> abal [ g - o o
~ J\ , Jﬂ-nff(“'fw’} YZZ

> http://ravkook.n3.net - Rav A.I. Kook on the Weekly Parasha
> http://parasha.n3.net - This week's Dvar Torah HL ’F‘/‘"‘-’"“ L &.k 1

>
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