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In Ephesians 5:16 the Lord Yeshua instructs us
te redeem time because the days lhal we live m
are evil. Unfortunately, children of /1. do not
know how to redeem time, uniess rhvy are per-
sonally taught by the Lord. Redeeming time is
not something we do naturally: Tn verse 15, we
are told that we are foolish children or stupid
children if we do not let the Lord instruct us on
how to redeem time. Since our physical life is so
short, we need to be wise concerning His person-
ally selected will for our life. We need the wis-
dom of Selomon in our believing life. Sadly most
born-again saints do not have a clue about re-
deeming fime.

Aside from using our time in a Godly way,

there are several incorrect ways to handle our
 time:

1. Wasting Time: Most of us are very goad at
this. Simply stated, we who know oS will and
"4 call, may find ourselves continually post-
poning them. We just refuse to get around to Iis
will, and instead enact our own will regularly

{Prov. 26:16).

2. Passing Time: This is what we do when
we are waiting for something better to come
along. Usually, this other “better thing or situa-
tion” never comes. When it does come, we find
that the thing or situation is worge than what we
already had. I call this the classic “green grass
syndrome.”

3. Making Time: Several of us who love

, spend far too much time with losers. A
loser, by Biblical standards, is defined as anyone
who is unsaved and who continually rejects the
gospel. Their ungodly character and chatter will
expose you to unclean demonic spirits. Drinking,
cursing, drugs, and illicit sex is the devil’s way to
dissipate the htt]e precious time we have on the
earth to serve " o°_(Eph 5:18, 2 Cor 6:15-20).
Making time is an oxymoron for the Bible be-
liever, Making time is for losers.

4. Deoing Time: This unwise expenditure of
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time is a direct result of “making time.” If you
foolishly “make time,” you will wind up doing
time. Doing time is not limited to being physi-
cally behind bars, and locked in a jail cell, al-
though that is a possibility. Tn the realm of the
Spirit, anyone who is in bondage to a particular
sin, is locked in a spinitual prison cell with the
devil. The devil becomes your cell mate, You and
I do not need to be doing time with the enemy
{John 8:34).

5. Spending Time: Proverbs 18:24 clearly re-
minds us that Yeshua, our risen Messiah is the
only true friend we have, who will stick closer
than a brother. Although our brothers and sisters
in the Lord are a precious gift to us, as well as be-
ing part of a network of support, they must never
be given more time by us than the Lord Himself.
When you and I spend more time with other be-
lievers than we do with }q) , we are spcndmg
time.” While spending hme is not evil in itself,
lack of self control in this misappropriation of
time, can quickly lead to idolatry. Biblical idola-
try is anything in your life that comes first before
your Savior.

6. Redeeming Time: Only spiritually sensi-
tive and mature believers redecm time, When be-
lievers decrease their “busy at work” time and |
increase the time spent in fellowship with i
they receive a special reward. This reward is the
gilt of “redeemed time.” No created being in the
world, other than B1ble believers, have becn
given the gift by 51 of redeemed time.

Redeem, by definition, means to buy back
something or someone that was previously ours.
If we obey - in Spirit and in truth, He will al-
low us to "buy back” time. When we become so0
enamored with His glorious and radiant pres-
ence, time will be returned to us. Once time i5 re-
turned fo us, we have been released from the
limitations and constraints that it places on us. To
be with the Lord on earth or in heaven becomes
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